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HISTORICAL PAPAN
by Jerry Francis

The century-old mining town of Papan, which was recently featured in a TV series of the town’s 
own World War II heroine, Sybil Kathigasu, hangs on the price of tin. It is like a “barometer”: each 
time the price goes up, there is talk of relocating the town.

Hangs on Tin Price

A historical relic – Istana Raja Bilah
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Criteria:
•	 Scholarship	based	on	eventual	acceptance	by	UTAR				
•	 Total	family	income	is	less	than	RM2,000	per	month.	
•	 No	payback,	only	the	commitment	to	help	other	poor	students		 	
when	financially	solvent	after	graduation.

Send request with IC details, proof of family income to: 
scholarship@ipohecho.com.my 

KOON YEW YIN SCHOLARSHIPS FOR FINANCE/
ACCOUNTANCY DEGREES

Pre-degree or Foundation Course 
Pays	for	all	the	fees	and	cost	of	living	until	the	PTPTN	loan	is	secured.	

This has been going on for the past three 
decades, the reason being that the town 

is sitting on an untapped rich alluvial tin ore 
deposit, while all around it had been mined. 
The deposit is estimated to be worth millions 
of Ringgit.

In fact, Papan is not the only town in the Kinta 
Valley which is said to be sitting on a “pot of gold”, most 
of	the	mining	towns	do	too.	Among	them	are	Gopeng	and	
Kampar.	Even	underneath	Ipoh	Padang	is	believed	to	be	
rich	with	tin	ore	–	a	testimony	of	the	once	richest	alluvial	
tin	field	in	the	world.

Relocation Deferred
Had it not been for the collapse of the tin mining industry 
following the drop of tin price in 1985, the town would 
have	 been	 relocated	 and	 the	 area	 mined,	 and	 Papan	 –	
situated	 about	 20	 km	west	 of	 Ipoh	 –	would	 have	 been	
swept away by the tin sludge. 

Actually,	preparations	to	relocate	Papan	were	already	
made	 in	 late	 70s	 by	 a	mining	 company,	 which	 owned	
much	of	the	land,	and	in	1977,	about	60	households	were	
relocated to Kampung Papan Baru, along the old Ipoh-
Lumut main road near Pusing.

But, the drop in tin price caused the plan to be 
deferred. Since then the town has gradually turned into a 
sleepy hollow as its future hangs on the price of tin. 

Most Mining Towns Sitting On a ‘Pot of Gold’
Old residents of the town, most of whom are retired 

mining	workers,	are	used	to	such	talks.	“Actually,	we	are	
not worried by talks of relocation anymore,” commented 
a	slim	elderly	man	(who	wanted	to	be	known	only	as	Ah	
Chong) when met in the almost deserted town. He claimed 
to	be	a	former	gravel	pump	operator.

Adjoining	the	town	is	a	village,	comprised	of	wooden	
and zinc houses with some old abandoned mining 
equipment among them.

Revival Not Conducive
According	 to	 mining	 sources,	 the	 escalating	 cost	 of	
operation	and	the	shortage	of	skilled	mining	workers	have	
not	created	a	conducive	atmosphere	for	the	revival	of	tin	
mining in the state.

As	 mine	 after	 mine	 gradually	 ceased	 operations	
following the collapse of the tin mining industry after 
1985, most former mining workers went abroad or found 
other	 jobs	 since	 losing	 their	 employment.	 As	 a	 result,	
miners	do	not	have	the	confidence	or	willingness	to	take	
the risk to mine the town.

Papan Owes Its Fame to War Heroine
As	 the	 heroine	 of	 the	 Japanese	 Occupation,	 Sybil	
Kathigasu,	 once	 lived	on	 the	Main	Street	 of	Papan,	 the	
town had become well-known through books written by 
her as well as others about her exploits, and a TV-series 
was shot on location.

It was from one of the 
two rows of concrete dou-
ble-storey shop-houses dur-
ing	 the	 Japanese	Occupation	
that Sybil ran a clinic with 
physician husband, Dr. 
A.C.	 Kathigasu.	 They	 gave	
medical	 aid	 to	 the	 Malayan	
People	 Anti-Japanese	 Army	
(MPAJA)	and	Force	136	op-
eratives,	who	were	hiding	 in	
the hills behind Papan. 

Arrested	and	tortured	by	
the	 Japanese,	 she	 eventually	
died from the wounds suf-
fered as a prisoner of war. 
Sybil, a Eurasian, was the 
only	 Malayan	 woman	 ever	
awarded	 the	 George	 Medal	
for	bravery.	

Therefore, Papan is 
known by many, not as a 

historical mining town but be-
cause of Sybil’s story. 

Heyday and Racial Harmony
Since as far back as the mid 19th century, Papan has been 
an example of how different races could mingle and 
live	and	work	in	harmony.	It	was	a	lumber	settlement	of	
Mandailing	and	Chinese.

Mandailings	from	West	Sumatra	came	to	Papan	after	
the	Klang	War,	and	settled	in	late	1870s	and	early	1880s,	

after	their	leader,	Raja	Asal	was	awarded	mining	rights	
to the land and later the penghulu-ship. 

Papan	 became	 the	 administrative	 centre	 for	 Kinta	
Valley’s	 tin-mining	 activities	 and	 in	 its	 heyday	 had	 a	
population	of	38,000.	

Due	to	the	abundant	alluvial	tin	and	with	13	mines	
in operation, Papan grew rich. Streets were laid out by 
the	1890s	and,	by	the	turn	of	the	20th century, the main 
street	had	more	than	100	shop-houses	and	public	build-
ings. The Papan mosque was completed in 1888, built in 
the	character	of	the	mosques	in	Mandailing	with	a	large	
timber hall and a double-tiered roof. 

The mosque still stands today, next to the Istana 
Raja	Bilah	–	the	residence	of	Raja	Asal,	which	was	built	
in 1896. 

Rich Heritage Neglected
Although,	there	have	been	numerous	calls	from	the	pub-
lic	to	preserve	Papan	as	a	historical	site	and	turn	Istana	
Raja	Bilah	into	a	museum,	it	is	sad	that,	despite	its	rich	
heritage, Papan has been neglected. 

In	 late	 1991,	 the	 Museum	 and	 State	 Religious	
Departments stepped in to lay claim to the town’s his-
torical	sites,	namely,	Istana	Raja	Bilah,	the	mosque	and	
its	Muslim	cemetery.	

The	Museum	Department	 indicated	 in	1992	 that	 it	
had plans to restore the historical sites. Since then, the 
buildings	 have	 become	 further	 dilapidated	 and	 filled	
with	overgrown	bushes.

It	is	yet	another	project,	which	failed	to	take	off	in	
Perak.	All	 talks	 of	 preserving	 the	 buildings	 have	 been	
just	that,	talk.

Therefore, Papan remains uninteresting and unno-
ticed	by	most	visitors	to	the	state.	Even	the	residents	in	
Ipoh	do	not	bother	to	visit	the	town	or	know	where	it	is	
located. 

Perhaps,	 the	 screening	 of	 the	 movie	 on	 the	 life	
of Sybil will generate some curiosity from among 
Malaysians	to	visit	the	historical	town,	which	has	the	po-
tential of becoming a tourist attraction and be listed as a 
“must	visit”	pioneer	mining	town	in	any	tour	itinerary	of	
the	City	That	Tin	Built.	However,	first	the	town	and	its	
historical buildings need to be spruced up.

Renewed Interest as Tin Price Picks Up
Now	 with	 the	 price	 of	 the	 metal	 picking	 up,	 there	 is	
renewed	 interest	 in	 the	 revival	 of	 tin	mining	 in	 Perak	
and there may be another round of talks on relocating 
Papan.

Already,	prospecting	of	tin	ore	deposits	in	the	state	
has	started	and	new	tin	mines	have	started	to	operate	in	
Upper	Perak	and	the	coastal	areas.

Main street of Papan

The entrance to Kampung Baru Papan

VACANCY

Base in Ipoh International School
Jalan	Kelab	Golf,	Ipoh

Working	Hours:	7.00	a.m.	-		4.00	p.m.
Call: 019-3219952/012-2277202

Retail Assistant
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by Fathol Zaman Bukhari
From the Editor’s Desk
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Yo u r  Vo i c e  I n  T h e  C o m m u n i t y A ROYAL “WALKABOUT”

Raja Nazrin Shah, with Datuk Bandar (left) and State 
Secretary, at an illegal dump site

We d n e s d a y , 
September 1, 
2010 will be 

a day to remember for 
Ipohites. It marks the 
day when the Raja Muda 
of Perak, Raja Dr. Nazrin 
Shah, went on a “walka-
bout” to see the ugly side 
of the city in person. The 
heaps of uncollected gar-
bage, indiscriminately 
disposed at illegal dump-
sites, and not too well 
concealed, were simply 
revolting. 

What really prompted 
an	icon	of	the	Perak	Royal	
family	 to	 do	 the	 inevita-
ble? I pin it down to iner-
tia and indifference on the 
part of those entrusted with 
the cleanliness of the city, 
which was once dubbed the 
cleanest in the country. The 
days	 of	 the	 Seenivasagam	
brothers are long gone and 
in their place came the 
current crop of city elders 
whose interest in hygiene 
is questionable. It took the 
likes	of	Raja	Nazrin	to	get	
things	moving.	

The episode leading 
to the “walkabout” start-
ed at Stadium Perak on 
the morning of Tuesday, 
August	31	when	VIPs	and	
the rakyat gathered for 
the	 annual	 Merdeka	 pa-
rade.	 The	 Raja	Muda	 had	
enquired with the state 
police chief whether he 
was aware of a so-called 
“Zone of Pollution Fire 
and	 Noise”	 going	 by	 its	

Why have the authorities turned a blind eye? 
Why have repeated complaints fallen on deaf ears? 

acronym	 ZOPFAN.	 The	
Raja	Muda	was	alluding	to	
a letter written by an irate 
resident to Ipoh Echo. This 
set alarm bells ringing and 
soon the aide to the police 
chief was on his mobile 
calling me for details of 
the letter. 

Dirt Vigilantes
I	 had	 never	 anticipated	 it	
to	 be	 that	 serious.	 After	
all, Ipoh Echo, as a matter 
of course, has been high-
lighting this glaring impro-
priety since the day of its 
existence.	 We	 have	 even	
encouraged our readers to 
become	 ‘dirt	 vigilantes’	

(IE	Issue	87)	to	oversee	the	
menace. We front-paged 
the issue with this broad 
headline,	“Calling	All	Dirt	
Vigilantes!” and implored 
our readers to “protect our 
city from being swarmed 
by rubbish.” They were 
told to send photographs of 
dirty spots and information 
of their locations for publi-
cation. This is our duty as a 
community newspaper. 

The	 plea	 however	
struck a chord with none 
other	 than	 the	 Raja	Muda	
himself. The crown prince 
has taken it upon himself 
to rid the city of this blem-
ish	by	visiting	ZOPFAN	in	
person.	And	 the	 rest,	 like	
they say is history.

Kudos	 to	 the	 Raja	
Muda	for	having	done	 the	
unthinkable. 

Badland
The complainant’s fear is 
not	 unfounded.	 The	 100-
acre site is a former tin-
mining area and is located 
below the Kek Lok Tong 
cave	 temple	 in	 Rapat	
Setia.	 It	 is	 covered	 with	
secondary	 vegetation,	 a	
disused mining pool and 
is hemmed in on all sides 
by housing estates. The 
land	 is	 privately	 owned	
and has been left idle for a 
long period of time. Illegal 
activities	 have	 taken	 root	
and are causing much 
inconvenience	 to	 those	
living	nearby.	

Of concern to the 
residents is open burning 
which is done at night to 
avoid	 detection.	 Chicken	
farming	 and	 vegetable	
gardening accentuate the 
chaotic	 make-over	 of	 this	
little badland. It does not 
bode well for those wishing 
to	 enjoy	 some	 peace	 of	
mind away from the hustle 
and bustle of city life.  

Reasons
Why	 have	 the	 authorities	
turned a blind eye on 
an	 otherwise	 sensitive	
spot?	 Why	 have	 repeated	
complaints fallen on deaf 
ears? Why the disinterest 
shown by those in power? 
Could there be a more 
sinister reason behind the 
lack of action? The answer 
given	 by	 the	 Mayor	 is	
inconsequential but if it 
is the gospel truth then it 

opens a can of worms. 

Political Pressure
According	 to	Roshidi,	 the	
Council had in the past, 
contacted the owner and 
warned him to fence up his 
property.	 However,	 politi-
cal pressure had negated 
his efforts at correcting 
the wrong-doings. So, it is 
not politically right to right 
the wrong. This is indeed a 
shame. 

In	 dispensing	 justice	
the Council should act 
without	 fear	 or	 favour.	 It	
should	 be	 above	 board	
and remain impartial. The 
well-being of ratepayers is 
paramount, not that of the 
privileged	 few	 who	 have	
the political clout to dictate 
their own terms. 

The	 Raja	 Muda	 has	
paved	 the	 way.	 So,	 MBI	
it is your duty to follow 
through.

IE 87 Cover Story highlighting the problem

Headlines about this problem in past issues
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The Perak State 
Government	held	the	
first	 of	 its	 four	 dia-

logue	 sessions	on	 the	2011	
Budget at the State Banquet 
Hall on September 6.

It was organised by 
State	Financial	Officer	Dato’	
Jamaluddin	 Al	 Amini	 bin	
Hj	Ahmad	with	 the	 aim	 of	

2011 Budget Dialogue

JAG

explaining how the budget 
was prepared and how the 
projected	 expenditure	 for	
2011	was	tabulated.	It	was	
also	to	hear	the	views	and	
expectations of the partici-
pants.

The participants were 
shown a slide presenta-
tion	of	budget	figures	since	

2001	outlining	the	income	
and expenditures includ-
ing	 the	 projected	 data	 for	
2011.

The presentation also 
indicated	how	the	approved	
2010	supplementary	budget	
of	RM80	million	would	be	
used. The breakdown was 
RM30	 million	 for	 public	

welfare	 projects	 such	 as	
street	 lighting	 for	villages	
while	 RM50	 million	
would	 be	 for	 investment	
purposes.

The	 first	 group	 of	
participants was made 
up of the Village Heads 
(JKKK)	 throughout	 the	
state.	Notably	absent	(and	
noted	by	Jamaluddin	too),	
were the Village Heads 
from	 the	 Chinese	 New	
Villages.

The dialogue proper 
started after the slide pres-
entation.	Twenty-four	 vil-
lage chiefs shared their 
views	 requesting	 “more	
appropriate allowances” 
and suggesting that “drain-
age	 for	 the	 villages”	 be	
given	 priority	 instead	 of	
street lighting.

Generally	 the	 hour-
long dialogue session 
heard	passionate	views	on	
a wide range of issues to 

which	Jamaluddin	respond-
ed that “all issues would be 
taken into consideration” 
though adding that there 
were “limitations”.

The dialogue panel 
included	 Meor	 Hidayat	
Ismail, State Director of 
the	 Ministry	 of	 Rural	 and	
Regional	 Development,	
Dato’ Ir Dr. Sefry Kamal, 
State	 JKR	 Director,	 and	
Dato’	 Hj	 Abu	 Bakar	 Hj	
Said, Director of the State 
Economic	 Planning	 Unit.	
The moderator was State 
Development	Officer	Dato’	
Hj	Zainal	Abidin.

According	to	Jamalud-
din the next dialogue 
group will be held with the 
Intellectuals/Universities	
followed by the Chambers 
of Commerce groups and 
lastly	 the	 NGOs	 with	 the	
date of the next dialogue 
happening immediately 
after	Hari	Raya.

Glass is now an indispensable part of an architects’ 
creative	toolbox.	In	main	doors,	sliding	doors,	living	

hall, stair-case, bedroom windows, dry and wet kitchen 
splash-backs	or	even	in	bathroom	walls,	glass	is	making	
waves	in	architectural	and	interior	design.

Architects	and	interior	designers	use	glass	not	only	
for	its	aesthetic	value	but	also	to	move,	bend	and	capture	
light. For today’s sophisticated homeowners after a dis-
tinctive	look,	glass	is	the	new	status	symbol	–	something	
the guy next door doesn’t possess.

The	 “Stained	 Glass	 Overlays(SGO)”,	 “Sand-
Etched	 Glass(SEG)”	 patterns	 and	 “Glasskote	 Colour	
Glass(GCG)”	provide	key	options	and	the	wide	array	of	
colours	and	design	themes	give	you	a	very	wide	range	
to enhance mood and create aesthetic spaces, nooks and 
corners	to	suit	your	individual	style	and	fancy.		

At	our	designer	glass	 studio,	 aesthetics	 and	 safety	
go	hand	in	hand.	“We	cannot	have	a	beautiful	piece	of	
art glass that creates a focal point in your home, and yet 
not possess inherent safety features. This is dangerous,” 
says William Yee, the owner of Excellent Focus Sdn. 
Bhd. Breathtaking quality art glass should capture the 
imagination	of	the	viewer	and	eliminate	the	concern	of	
the danger of glass itself.

Our	latest	“SEG”	products	have	been	enhanced	with	
a	 fingerprint	 (stain-free)	 technology	 unlike	 previous	
models.	 The	 “SGO”	 products	 are	 the	 all-time	 favorite	
for	main	doors,	 staircase	windows,	 living	hall	dividers	
and	 kitchen	 cabinets.	 Both	 “SEG”	&	 “SGO”	 products	
are custom made according to your requirement regard-
less of glass shape and size. The bright and crystal clear 
colour	tempered	glass	“GCG”	products	work	well	with	
any wall to create the impact of space. 

For	peace	of	mind	on	your	investment,	kindly	insist	
on	 the	10-year	warranty	 card.	Beware	of	 imitation.	To	
take	fine	quality	art	glass	to	the	next	level	in	your	precious	
home, please contact: William Yee at 016-5500818.

Shine up your home

The dialogue panel (l-r) Meor Hidayat, Dato’ Jamaluddin Al-Amini, Dato’ Hj Zainal  
Abidin, Dato’ Dr. Sefry Kamal and Dato’ Hj Abu Bakar

ADVERTORIAL

KUKU SPA 
Hand & Foot Care

All	equipment	fully	sterilised.
Nail	Art,	Paraffin	Treatment.

Manicures,	Pedicures.
12	Lorong	Taman	Ipoh	1,	Ipoh	Garden	South.
Tel.: 012-5122300 or 05-5451399.
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ReCiPe By MARGARITA LEE

Ingredients:
1 kampong chicken
4 tbsp sesame oil
4-6 pieces black wood 

ear “fungus” (soak in 
water to soften, cut 
into strips)

100	gm	ginger	root	(cut	
into thin strips)

¼	cup	ginger	juice	
(from mature ginger)

100	ml	glutinous	rice	
wine

½ cup water or chicken 
broth

Method:
Rinse	chicken	and	1. 
drain; cut into bite-sized 
pieces.
Heat pan and sesame 2. 
oil; stir fry ginger root 
until fragrant and add 
in chicken pieces; stir 
fry for 1 minute, add in 
ginger	juice	and	water,	

turn heat to low and 
simmer	covered	for	
10-15	minutes	or	until	
chicken becomes soft.
Add	in	rice	wine,	3. 
bring mixture to boil.
Pour	into	serving	4. 
bowl	and	serve.

Chicken with Rice Wine

Places to try:
Restoran Wong Fee Kee ● , Bercham

	 1.00	-	8.00	p.m.;	price:	RM3-4
	 Very	tasty	–	pork,	spare	ribs,	fish	head,	eel,	fish	&	chicken	are	also	available.

Restoran Wing Hoong Lapan, ● 	51	Jalan	Yang	Kalsom	(New	Town)
	 12.00	p.m.	-	9.00	p.m.;	price	from	RM3.50
	 Has	about	5	varieties:	beef,	pork,	chicken,	fish	–	tasty	with	lots	of	ingredients.

Big Tree Food Garden ● ,	Off	Jln	Tokong,	Behind	Tuck	Kee	Restaurant,	Pasir	Pinji
	 7.30am	-	3.00	p.m.;	price:	RM2.70-4.60
	 Rice	nicely	dissolved	and	not	too	thick	–	ingredients	generous	–	gerupa	fish	with		
 nice gingery taste.

Leong Kee Restaurant ● ,	153	Jalan	Pasir	Putih
	 6.00	p.m.	-	midnight	(closed	on	Wednesdays);	price	from	RM3.50

HAWKeR FOOD
Cantonese Rice 
Porridge (Juk)

This rice porridge, also referred to as congee, 
has many functions; from simple toddler 

food to the preferred food when one is sick and 
in recuperation. Easily digestible and nutritious, 
hospitals	 serve	 it	 as	 soft	 diet.	 It’s	 basically	 rice	
cooked in a lot of water and the consistency 
depends on the amount of water added. When 
fish,	chicken,	pork,	 innards,	preserved	vegetables,	chopped	salted	egg,	 thin	strips	of	
ginger,	etc.	are	added,	it	becomes	a	deliciously	rich	meal.	A	popular	porridge	is	Chu 
Chap Juk	which	has	pork,	 fried	 intestines,	 liver,	 pig’s	blood;	 served	piping	hot	 and	
sometimes topped with pieces of yau char kwai (deep fried crullers), garnished with 
spring onions, and accompanied with sliced cili padi	in	soy	sauce.	It	is	very	tasty	and	is	
one meal that is good to the last spoonful.

Our	next	food	review	will	be	THOSAI
Email	your	favourite	recommendations	to:	food@ipohecho.com.my

I have	 been	 hearing	 the	name of Sauk being 
bandied around for 

quite awhile from my 
friends	 who	 have	 been	
promising to take me there 
and	 finally	 like	 all	 these	
social arrangements which 
take time to organise, 
we got a group together 
one Sunday morning and 
followed the leader in a 
procession of cars heading 
towards Kuala Kangsar. 
Sauk is a Chinese new 
village	 located	 between	
Kuala Kangsar and 

Lenggong. We followed 
the	 North-South	 highway	
from Ipoh and exited at 
Kuala Kangsar toll. It took 
us only forty minutes to 
reach our destination.

‘New Old Street’
The restaurant is easy 
enough	to	find.	Situated	on	
the main road right next to 
a huge arch proclaiming 
“Kampung Baru Sauk”, 
the	 Restoran	 Baru	 Lau	
Kai	 (meaning	 ‘New	 Old	
Street’) is on a corner lot 
with only a few tables and 
spilling	onto	the	pavement	
in	the	evenings	no	doubt.	

Wild Caught River Fish
Sauk is famous for its 
freshwater	 fish,	 usually	

brought	 in	by	 local	fisher-
men	 who	 fish	 the	 rivers	
for	 wild	 freshwater	 fish.	
On the day we were there, 
the	 freshly	 caught	 fish	 of	
the day was the Jelawat 
or	 Sultan	 fish	 which	 we	
promptly	 ordered.	A	word	
of caution here: do ask for 
the	price	of	the	fish	before	
ordering or you may be 
caught with a whopping 
big bill. 

Our	 Sultan	 fish	 that	
day which was big enough 
for our group of eight, came 
steamed to perfection with 
just	soya	sauce	and	ginger.	

It was steamed with scales 
on,	keeping	the	flesh	inside	
juicily	 tender	 and	 melted	
in my mouth instantly. 
Sultan	fish	is	known	for	its	
extra fattiness and the parts 
around	the	stomach	and	fin	
are particularly yummy. 
RM70	for	1	kilo.

Not	 content	 with	
one	fish,	we	 took	 the	pro-
prietress’ recommendation 
and ordered the steamed 
Belida belly. This is yet 
another	very	fatty	fish	and	
the belly is the best part. 
This came steamed with a 
‘tauchu’ (fermented bean 
paste) sauce of garlic and 
chillies.	RM40.

Signature Dishes
Next	 came	 their	 signature	
dishes, the homemade Yin 
Yang fishballs, one deep 
fried and the other steamed, 
each one succulent and 
bouncy (measure of a good 
fish	ball	by	Chinese	gour-
met	standards)	RM1	each;	
followed by their pièce de 
résistance, the ‘Ham Dan’ 
sotong or salted egg fried 
squid.	 Usually	 just	 bat-

tered and deep fried, or 
done with salt and pepper, 
squid is not an easy ingre-
dient to prepare well. This 
dish was far from the often 
over-fried,	stringy	and	dry	
offerings of many other 
restaurants. This squid 
was springy, the salted egg 
adding	just	the	right	degree	
of texture and salt to the 
light	 batter	 and	 fried	 just	
enough to done-ness with-
out turning rubbery. This 
dish alone was worth the 
drive	to	Sauk.	RM	15.

By this time we were 
all	 ‘fished	 out’	 what	 with	
yet	 another	fishy	dish,	 the	
Indonesian prawns, fol-
lowing (lightly curried, 
mild	 and	 the	 prawns	 very	
fresh). So we ordered the 
Pig’s stomach sautéed 
with onions, chillies and 
pineapple,	 very	 tasty	with	
the pineapple lending a 

By See Foon Chan-Koppen

seefoon@ipohecho.com.my

SeeFoon Takes A Leisurely Sunday Drive To Sauk

Restoran Baru Lau Kai
No.	S-22,	Kampung	Baru	Sauk,	
33500	Kuala	Kangsar,	Perak.
Tel.: 012-793 9670 or 012-527 1319.
Opens	daily	from	10.30	a.m.	to	10.00	p.m.	
Two	off	days	per	month	(not	fixed).	
Call	before	arriving	to	confirm.

touch of sweetness to the 
fiery	 chillies.	 Topping	
up the whole meal with a 
Sayur Paku	 (jungle	 fern)	
fried with sambal belacan, 
RM7,	 and	 the	 dry	 fried 
‘kuay teow’	 or	 flat	 rice	
noodles,	 	 RM15,	 brought	
our group to happy satia-
tion as we wended our way 
slowly back to Ipoh.

Only Regret
Our only regret at the end 
of the meal was missing 
out on the braised giant 
frog’s legs which apparent-
ly during the season from 
mid October onwards, 
can reach up to 6-8 inches 
long. We promptly made a 
resolution to return when 
the time was right!

Pics by Christian DiGiovanna
Musings On Food
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letters

Like	many	Malaysians	who	do	 not	 have	 the	means	 to	 afford	 private	 healthcare,	my	
parents	(my	dad’s	a	retired	civil	servant)	visit	the	government	hospital	for	their	medical	
needs.	On	August	 28,	 a	 Saturday,	 I	went	 to	 the	 Ipoh	GH’s	 Pharmacy	 to	 collect	my	
mother’s medicine.

We reached the hospital at about 11.15 a.m. There were at least eighty people there 
with	only	one	counter	open.	This	was	at	11.30	a.m.!	One	counter	with	a	harassed	looking	
pharmacist (I don’t blame her dedication); with Saturday being a weekend, common 
sense dictates that since there would be many people, the management of the hospital 
should	have	had	the	necessary	sense	to	assign	more	than	one	pharmacist	to	be	on	duty.

The	crowd	became	restless.	An	angry	outburst	came	from	another	patient	who	had	
been waiting for one and a half hours. I mean come on, these are elderly sick people who 
are	waiting	for	medicine	to	get	better,	don’t	those	high	and	mighty	Napoleons	sitting	in	
their	plush	offices	have	a	sense	of	morality,	don’t	they	know	that	by	every	minute	they	
delay , a person’s life can ebb away? The poor harried pharmacist in counter 5 told the 
trainees to call the management and to ask the part timers to come in to help, well I was 
there until 1.15 p.m. when I managed to collect the medicine and until then no one else 
turned up.

I	reckon	my	little	story	above	speaks	a	lot	regarding	efficiency	in	the	Malaysian	
Civil	 Service.	 It	 is	 of	 no	 use	 building	modern	 facilities	 when	 the	 people	managing	
them	are	of	low	mentality,	compassion	and	efficiency.	Take	a	look	at	the	country	that	
we	kicked	out	down	south,	look	at	how	their	hospitals	are	run	by	a	majority	who	are	
Malaysians	and	learn,	learn	before	the	curtain	rises	and	our	country	slips	into	a	realm	of	
past glorious empires.

My Adventure at the Ipoh General 
Hospital’s PharmacyPeter Lee is a man with a mission. He wants to see more 

Malaysians	write	 their	wills	 to	protect	 their	families	
who are left behind. He cites data that shows that in 
Malaysia	alone,	more	than	RM40	billion	of	cash	and	non-
cash assets are left by the dead which are not claimed by 
their heirs. Of this, land and property account for about 
RM38	 billion,	 RM1.5	 billion	 is	 with	 the	 Registrar	 of	
Unclaimed	Monies	(savings	accounts	and	fixed	deposits	
in	 banks	 and	 financial	 institutions)	 and	 more	 than	 70	
million	has	been	 left	 in	 the	Employees	Provident	Fund.	
In addition, there are also a million land titles still in 
the names of the deceased. The only way to stop the 
increasing amount of unclaimed cash and non-cash assets 
is to make a will, claims Peter.

Peter started his career as a Company Secretary in 
1988	and	 is	 a	member	of	 the	Malaysian	Association	of	
Company	 Secretaries.	 In	 providing	 services	 to	 many	
companies he encountered numerous disputes among 
business	partners	especially	those	involving	family	busi-
nesses. He attributes this to lack of planning or no plan-
ning at all as regards succession and distribution of their 
estate	to	the	next-of-kin	in	the	event	of	death	of	a	partner.	
When this occurs, and there is no will, Peter laments that 
the next-of-kin are always saddled with innumerable problems with family members 
over	distribution	 issues	 that	will	eventually	 ruin	 their	businesses.	 In	addition,	he	 is	
often	caught	in	the	middle	between	many	fights	and	quarrels.	

This	prompted	him	to	join	Rockwills	International	Group	as	a	Professional	Estate	
Planner	in	2003,	extending	his	services	to	wills	and	trusts,	making	it	his	mission	to	
help keep the families of his clients from facing such problems. He is also an Islamic 
Estate	Planner	with	as-Salihin	Trustee	Berhad	(an	associate	company	of	Rockwills)	
providing	Islamic	Wills	and	Estate	Planning	services.

Even	though	many	articles	have	been	written	on	the	importance	of	doing	a	will,	
there	are	still	more	than	90%	of	Malaysians	who	have	not	written	their	will	based	on	
a	recent	survey.	Peter	Lee’s	observation	is	that	when	someone	passes	away	their	prob-
lems	will	cease	but	the	problem	for	their	surviving	families	will	begin.	So	he	strongly	
urges	all	to	make	a	will	early	so	that	the	distribution	issues	are	resolved	before	migrat-
ing	to	another	world.	Many	have	the	perception	that	doing	their	will	 is	 like	talking	
about their death. So they adopt a wait and see attitude. Peter Lee prefers to look at it 
simply as peace of mind not only for oneself but also for the family.

It is interesting that Peter has made quite an impact on the Ipoh market with 
his innovative strategy of taking out advertorials in the Ipoh Echo in every issue 
where he highlights a different scenario in the ongoing saga of what can happen 
when someone dies without leaving a will. His cleverly executed campaign and 
exposure in the Echo has informed an otherwise apathetic Ipoh community on the 
complications of dying intestate and has won him many clients as a result.

This perfect synergy between satisfied advertiser and local community paper is 
testimony to the reach and coverage of the Ipoh Echo and should serve as a strong 
encouragement for other advertisers who have so far been hesitant to advertise. 
And perhaps convert those who still waste their advertising dollar by going to the 
national dailies.

personality
A Man with a Mission

Rights	of	the	rakyat	as	contained	in	the	Federal	Constitution	of	Malaysia	were	the	
subject	of	deliberation	during	a	lively	dialogue	with	the	Orang	Asli	of	Kampong	
Batu 14, Tapah on September 4.

As	the	country	progresses,	amendments	are	made	to	the	Constitution	by	the	passage	
of	laws	enacted	by	parliament.	Over	1,000	amendments,	mostly	technical	in	nature,	have	
been	made	since	 its	creation	 in	August	1957.	Unfortunately,	not	many	Malaysians	are	
aware of the Constitution, let alone the amendments made so far. 

Some of the notable articles within the Constitution which affect the rakyat directly 
are	Articles	8,	10,	12	and	13.	Article	8	is	about	equality	before	the	law.	Freedom	of	speech,	
assembly	and	the	right	to	form	associations	are	contained	in	Article	10	while	Article	12	
stipulates	citizens’	rights	with	respect	to	education.	Article	13	relates	to	the	ownership	of	
property and compensation.  

The	dialogue	was	attended	by	over	60	villagers	from	the	Semai	community	which	
dominates	the	Orang	Asli	settlements	along	the	Tapah-Cameron	Highlands	road.	It	was	
organised	by	Ipoh	City	Watch	(ICW)	with	the	assistance	of	the	Malaysian	Bar	Council.	
ICW	President,	Augustine	Anthony	(right	pic),	gave	an	overview	of	the	Constitution	and	
how	the	aforementioned	Articles	impacted	the	indigenous	community,	per	se.	

During the question and answer session a member of the tribe asked whether the 
authorities	can	deny	them	entry	into	their	native	lands	for	cultivation	and	hunting.	Another	
asked	whether	 the	construction	of	electric	pylons	by	Tenaga	Nasional	Berhad	near	his	
village	 contravenes	 his	 rights	 under	Article	 13.	 The	 questions	 posed	 were	 promptly	
answered by the panel of experts. 

“The	spirit	of	Article	8,	therefore,	entails	that	an	Orang	Asli	can	be	nominated	to	the	
highest	office	in	the	country,	including	that	of	Prime	Minister,”	Augustine	concluded,	in	
obvious	reference	to	Article	8	of	the	Constitution.	He	was	greeted	with	a	loud	round	of	
applause from the audience.

ICW’s	next	stop	is	Kampong	Tersusun	Tasek,	a	Malay	enclave	near	Bercham,	Ipoh.
FZB

Orang Asli’s Rights

A “sewang” demonstration by village maidens

MBI	has	identified	a	total	of	170	buildings	along	the	Heritage	Trail	covering	Old	
Town	and	New	Town	to	be	included	in	the	application	for	UNESCO	World	

Heritage	Listing.	Of	 these,	36	are	permanent	heritage	buildings	which	have	been	
included in the structure plan.

Mayor	Roshidi	stated	that	a	meeting	was	held	in	mid	August	and	a	committee	
has been set up to identify Heritage and Dangerous buildings in town. The commit-
tee	has	identified	63	‘Dangerous’	buildings	in	Ipoh.

Subsequently a workshop will be organised by the Buildings Department this 
year	 involving	 the	 related	 technical	departments	 to	determine	how	best	 to	handle	
the	preservation	of	buildings	of	heritage	and	historical	value	and	how	to	deal	with	
dilapidated buildings in Ipoh.

In the interim, before the workshop is held, the Departments of Planning, 
Buildings and Enforcement will enforce and comply with the requirements regard-
ing	buildings	of	heritage	and	historical	value.

Workshop on Heritage and 
Dangerous Buildings

JAG

community

In	conjunction	with	the	holy	month	
of	 Ramadan,	 the	 management	

of	 KPJ	 ISH	 and	 Muslim	 medical	
consultants	 organised	 a	 1Malaysia	
Bubur	 Lambuk	 Gotong-Royong	
on	August	 16	 and	 again	 on	August	
26	 due	 to	 overwhelming	 response.	
Head	of	services	and	staff	prepared	
600	packs	of	bubur	lambuk	for	both	
sessions. The bubur lambuk as well 
as kurma were distributed to staff 
and the public.

KPJ ISH Bubur Lambuk 1Malaysia

Daniel Prakash James
1	September	2010

by See Foon Chan-Koppen
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community

In	 conjunction	 with	 its	 first	 anniversary,	 Mother	
Teresa’s	Reading	Shelter	launched	‘My	Book,	My	Pal	

Programme’ to encourage children to read.
Rev.	 Fr.	 Bernard	 Paul,	 Parish	 Priest	 of	 Our	 Lady	

of Lourdes, who launched the programme, wished it 
success.

Director	 of	 the	 Shelter,	 Dr.	 J.	Anantham,	 said	 that	
children would be encouraged to borrow books from the 
public libraries or the shelter and write a brief composition 
or	give	a	talk	about	the	book	they	have	read.

Dr.	Anantham	informed	that	the	shelter	conducts	My	
School	 Programme	 and	 3R	 Classes	 for	 underprivileged	
children	 and	 those	 who	 do	 not	 have	 birth	 certificates.	
Currently, the shelter cannot take in more students be-
cause of a shortage of teachers.

He	 requested	 for	 volunteers,	 especially	 retired	
teachers	and	senior	citizens,	to	render	their	services.	The	
shelter	also	needs	funds	to	cover	operating	costs.

Contact the Shelter at: 05-2410751; email: motherter-
esareadingshelter@gmail.com; or drop by: 112 Persiaran 
Sg	Pari	19,	Buntong	Dua,	30100	Ipoh.

A. Jeyaraj

MY BOOK, MY PAL 
Programme

Kelab	 Bakti	 Gunong	 Kledang	 (KBGK)	 has	 again	 come	 to	 the	 aid	 of	 the	
needy	by	donating	 in	kind	 to	deserving	organisations	 and	 individuals.	On	

September	1,	KBGK’s	newly-nominated	President,	Dr.	Zakaria	Abdul	Kadir	and	
his	committee	members,	dropped	by	Ipoh	Echo’s	office	to	handover	a	cheque	for	
RM5,000	 to	Editor,	 Fathol	 Zaman	Bukhari.	The	money	 is	meant	 for	 the	 flood	
victims	in	Pakistan	which	will	be	channelled	through	Mercy	Relief	(Malaysia),	the	
non-governmental	organisation	entrusted	with	relief	efforts	in	the	flood	ravaged	
provinces	of	Sind	and	Khyber-Pakhtunkwa.

Dr.	Zakaria	 and	 his	 team	 then	 left	 for	Taman	Klebang	Restu	 for	 a	 similar	
appointment.	The	recipient	this	time	around	was	Puan	Zairol	Rosni	Mohd	Nasir,	a	
widow with 5 kids. Zairol’s husband and breadwinner succumbed to lung cancer 
three	months	ago.	She	received	RM1,000	and	a	huge	hamper	as	donations	from	
the	club.	“I	am	moved	by	the	kindness	shown,”	she	said.	“The	money	will	be	used	
to	buy	much	needed	items	for	the	coming	Hari	Raya.”

Kelab	Bakti	Gunong	Klebang	has	been	in	existence	for	over	30	years	and	is	
well	known	for	its	many	humanitarian	activities.	However,	it	prefers	to	conduct	
its business with the minimum of fuss and attention. This social club has remained 
true	to	its	objective	of	wanting	to	improve	the	living	conditions	of	the	needy,	the	
marginalised,	the	deprived	and	the	underprivileged	by	way	of	charity.

FZB

Reaching Out To the Needy

The	management	of	Tasek	Corporation	Berhad,	Ipoh,	led	by	its	Group	Chief	Executive	
Officer,	Mr.	B.T.	Gan,	took	time	off	to	be	with	the	disabled	and	the	under-privileged	

recently.	Gan,	and	members	of	the	corporation’s	Young	Executives’	Council,	visited	the	
Loyal	Handicapped	and	Disabled	Children	Home	Association	in	Silibin	and	the	Perak	
chapter	of	 the	Central	Welfare	Council	Peninsular	Malaysia	 in	 Jelapang.	 It	was	 for	 a	
noble	cause	–	 to	handover	cash	and	foodstuff	 to	 these	 two	organisations.	 It	could	not	
have	been	a	better	time	for	the	recipients	as	they	not	only	benefited	from	the	generosity	
of	the	visitors	but	were	entertained	to	music	and	song	along	with	food	and	drinks.

FZB

Time Out for Charity

The	proposal	 to	upgrade	 the	Gunung	Rapat	wet	market	with	a	RM6	million	
allocation	from	the	Federal	Government	has	been	put	on	hold.	Mayor	Dato’	

Roshidi	Hashim	said	 that	 it	was	as	a	result	of	 the	 traders	 located	at	 the	market	
refusing	to	co-operate	with	the	city	council	to	implement	the	project.	The	alloca-
tions,	he	added,	had	therefore	been	returned	to	the	Federal	Government.

Go online at www.ipohecho.com.my for the full story.

Gunung Rapat Market Put On Hold

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT
Daybreak Charity Food and Fun Fair
As	part	of	initiatives	to	create	greater	public	awareness	of	its	Vocational	Training	

Programme for people with disabilities in Perak, Persatuan Daybreak (Daybreak) 
will be organising a Charity Food and Fun Fair at its Training Centre at Lot 75242, 
Jalan	Pulai,	RPT	Pengkalan	Pegoh,	Lahat,	Perak,	(Opposite	Pinji	Perdana/Poi	Lam	
Suwa	High	School)	on	Saturday,	September	25,	from	9.00	a.m.	to	1.00	p.m.

The	event	also	aims	to	raise	funds	for	Daybreak.
Daybreak,	 which	 is	 an	 acronym	 for	 	 Disabled	 Adults	 and	 Youths	 Being	

Rewarded,	 Encouraged	 and	Accepted	 in	 Kinta,	 has	 its	 training	 centre	 located	 in	
Pengkalan, Ipoh, which is also where the Food and Fun Fair will be held.

According	 to	Ms	S.K.	Yeong,	General	Manager	of	Daybreak,	 this	 is	 the	first	
food	and	fun	fair	ever	to	be	organised	by	Daybreak	since	its	inception	in	1992.

“We open our doors to people with disabilities and those who are physically 
challenged, of all races and religious backgrounds, who wish to be trained to become 
self-reliant, independent and integrated members of society.

“Daybreak’s	Vocational	Training	Programme	is	aimed	at	improving	the	physical,	
cognitive,	 perceptional	 and	 emotional	 skills	 of	 people	 with	 disabilities,	 towards	
developing	their	vocational	skills,”	Ms	Yeong	explains.

More	 than	 500	 people	 with	 disabilities	 have	 benefited	 from	 the	 Vocational	
Training	 Programme	 since	 1992.	 Daybreak	 currently	 has	 80	 trainees	 under	 its	
wings.

Daybreak is also working in partnership with the Perak State Education 
Department,	 Special	 Education	 Unit,	 providing	 skills	 training	 for	 students	 from	
seven	special	schools	in	Perak.

Ms	Yeong	explains	that	every	trainee	is	assessed	to	identify	individual	potential,	
by	highly	qualified	physiotherapists	and	facilitators,	both	local	and	from	abroad.

Those interested in the Vocational Training Programme, or know of anyone with 
disabilities	who	can	benefit	from	this	programme,	may	contact	Daybreak	at:
05-323 5908 or 05-323 5909.
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young perak
Bidding Farewell

RN

Wednesday,	August	 18	 will	 remain	 etched	 in	 K.N.	
Chandran’s memory. It is the day when he ends 

his 33-year relationship with the teaching profession. 
Chandran’s	 last	 posting	 was	 at	 SMK	 Tasek	 Damai	
where	he	had	been	for	the	final	ten	years	of	his	service.	
Since graduating from the Sri Pinang Teachers’ Training 
College,	Penang,	 in	1975	he	had	served	 in	a	number	of	
schools	 in	 Selangor	 and	 Perak.	He	 obtained	 a	Master’s	
degree	 in	Education	Management	from	Universiti	Utara	
Malaysia	in	1997.	“It’s	been	a	rewarding	experience	for	
me,” he told Ipoh Echo. In his farewell speech he urged 
his students to work hard and to keep the school’s good 
name. “Once a teacher always a teacher,” he quipped.

The	 Malay	 Language	 Week,	 organised	 by	 SMK	
Methodist	Kampar	recently,	was	a	huge	success	judg-

ing	 from	 the	 response	 received.	A	number	of	events	and	
competitions were held to encourage participation among 
students.	The	primary	objective	of	 the	week,	said	Senior	
Assistant,	Encik	Zan	Asri	Tasir,	was	to	improve	students’	
grasp	of	Bahasa	Malaysia	in	the	lead	to	the	upcoming	PMR	
and	SPM	examinations.	“This	is	being	optimised	through	
debates, essay-writing, story-telling and forums which are 
conducted	in	Bahasa	Malaysia,”	said	Zan	to	Ipoh	Echo.	“To	
make	the	events	more	competitive	prizes	worth	RM1,000	
are being prepared for winners.” The students were appre-
ciative	of	the	organisers’	efforts.

Malay Language 
Week

RN

SMK	Rapat	Jaya	organised	a	“Ceriathon”	for	the	bene-
fit	of	its	students	and	their	parents	recently.	It	was	the	

first	ever	event	of	its	kind	by	the	school.	The	purpose,	said	
the	 President	 of	 the	 Parents	 and	 Teachers	Association,	
Incik Wahed Parmin, was to encourage better interaction 
between parents, teachers and students. “The emphasis is 
on	fun	and	merrymaking,”	he	said.	Events	such	as	kara-
oke, food and fun fair, colouring competitons and others 
were	held	and	all	were	geared	towards	achieving	the	in-
tended	objective.	“Parents,	teachers	and	students	should	
let their hair down once in a while,” said Wahed. RN

Leo	 Club	 of	 SMJK	 Yuk	 Choy	 launched	 a	 tree	
planting	 project	 in	 front	 of	 the	 school	 recently.	

The programme was attended by the School Senior 
Assistant	 (Co-curriculum)	Mr.	 Sit	Wai	Yin,	Teacher	
Adviser	Puan	Salma	bt.	Hj.	Yahya,	Lion	Marcus	Loh	
and Fong Kah SIang, Chan Kok Hoe, Lee Kar Wai, 
Chong	 Siu	 Hang	 Leo	 Club	members.	According	 to	
Sit, the programme should be encouraged among the 
younger generation to green our earth and beautify 
our urban scenery.

SMJK Yuk Choy 
LEO CLUB PROJECT

SMK Rapat Jaya “Ceriathon”
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news roundup

A	yellow	 beta	 dragon	 fish	 belonging	 to	 a	 hawker	has	developed	images	of	popular	Chinese	deity,	
Wong Tai Sin on its body. The deity, according to 
Chinese belief, possesses the power of healing.  

“While cleaning the aquarium, my son found the 
fish	acting	strangely	and	saw	the	images	on	its	body,”	
said	Ong	Chan	Ping,	68.	He	 is	 a	newspaper	vendor	
operating at the Buntong wet market.

Ong	claimed	 that	 the	fish	had	brought	 him	and	
his family luck. His son got a promotion while his 
wife won a lucky draw. Whether they were merely co-
incidences	he	had	no	way	of	telling.	The	newsvendor	
has	built	an	altar	and	offers	fruits	and	lit	up	joss-stick	
to	honour	the	“arrival”	of	Lord	Wong	in	his	house.																																																																																							

JP

A GOOD-LUCK FISH

The installation of the balance of 76 CCTVs will be 
completed	over	the	next	2	years.	MBI	had	installed	

24	 of	 100	 proposed	 CCTVs	 throughout	 Ipoh	 in	 July.	
The statement was made in response to a request by 
Councillor Ceylyn Tay who had requested for CCTVs to 

76 CCTVs – Completion Schedule

A total	 of	 7	 major	 religious	 denominations	 compris-ing Buddhists, Christians, Hindus, Sikhs, Taoist 
Chinese	Muslim	Association	and	Soko	Gokkai,	gathered	
at	the	State	Banquet	Hall	four	days	before	Malaysia’s	53rd 

Independence Day Celebration to pray for peace and har-
mony for state and country.

This	was	the	second	gathering	of	the	various	religions	
which	was	 organised	 by	 the	Multi	Religious	Group	 and	
the	Council	 for	Non-Muslim	Affairs	whose	Chairman	 is	
Dato’	Dr.	Mah	Hang	Soon.

Guest	of	Honour,	Dato’	Seri	Dr.	Zambry	Abdul	Kadir,	
in his address to the congregation said he was grateful to 
the	various	religious	communities	for	converging	to	pray	
for peace and harmony for the state to stand as one nation, 
saying that “religion does not promote disunity”.

A Merdeka Prayer 
for Peace and 
Harmony

Zambry	who	was	a	student	of	comparative	religions,	
then	quoted	a	verse	from	the	Bible	according	to	Mathew	
“where 2 or 3 are gathered in my name, I will be there 
with	them”	which	immediately	drew	a	chorus	of	‘Amen’	
from the Christian corner.

During	 the	 evening,	 a	 Quilt	 (pic)	 comprising	 a	
patchwork of hearts made by single mothers from 4 
religions was presented to Zambry.

The	various	religious	groups	later	took	to	the	stage	
to	 recite	 their	 individual	 prayers	 where	 the	 Hindus	
chanted 18 times while the Christians sang songs and 
prayers in worship.

Whenever the rakyat or owners of landed properties raise complaints, it is 
usually the local government officials or politicians that come a-calling to 
review their grouses, that is if they ever come at all.

This	was	not	the	case	when	residents	of	Taman	Harmony	and	Taman	Rapat	Koperasi	
at	Rapat	Setia	highlighted	their	grouses	in	a	letter	to	Ipoh	Echo	recently.

The	complaint	–	“MBI’s	Shameful	ZOPFAN	A	Big	Let	Down	for	Residents”	pub-
lished	on	August	16	caught	the	eye	of	the	Raja	Muda	of	Perak,	Raja	Dr.	Nazrin	Shah,	
who	together	with	Mayor	Dato’	Roshidi	Hashim	and	Perak	State	Secretary	Dato’	Seri		
Dr.	Ahdul	Rahman	Hashim	inspected	the	affected	areas	at	5	p.m.	on	September	1.	

It was stated in the letter that there was dusk to dawn open burning, noise from a 
toddy	shop	and	illegal	dumpsites,	and	countless	verbal	complaints	to	the	city	council	
were not responded to. 

Raja	Nazrin	was	first	taken	to	an	illegal	dumpsite	at	Taman	Rapat	Koperasi.	After	
looking	at	the	situation,	he	enquired	whether	the	city	council	staff	had	investigated	the	
complaint. 

Expressing	disappointment,	he	instructed	Roshidi	to	immediately	clean	up	the	area	
and	resolve	the	problem.	

Raja	Nazrin	also	said	that	city	councillors	should	do	their	part	by	bringing	up	any	
negative	issue	in	their	zones	for	the	city	council	to	take	immediate	action.

In	 an	 immediate	 response,	 the	 city	 council	 took	 steps	 to	 clean	 the	 area.	Roshidi	
said the next course of action was to enforce the law for indiscriminate throwing of 
rubbish	without	compromise,	whereby	a	photo	would	be	taken	and	the	offender	served	
a compound. 

Royal Concern

Roshidi	also	announced	that	a	lorry	had	been	caught	in	the	specific	area	the	follow-
ing	morning	for	illegal	dumping	adding	that	a	notice	would	be	served	to	the	lorry	owner	
immediately.

With	regards	to	open	burning,	Roshidi	has	provided	a	hotline	number	013-4241612, 
the	number	of	its	Director	of	its	Enforcement	Unit	Ahmad	Zaidi,	for	residents	to	call.	
Complainants	are	required	to	provide	the	location	(road,	landmark)	and	the	time	of	the	
burning	after	which	an	enforcement	officer	would	be	dispatched	to	the	location.	Non-
uniformed	enforcement	officers	too	have	been	instructed	to	patrol	the	area	to	check	for	
open	burning.	The	fine	for	open-burning	is	RM2,000	per	spot.	

Roshidi	also	reminded	contractors	to	only	throw	their	rubbish	at	the	Bercham	dump	
site and not anywhere else and for the general public to please use a dustbin per house.

To	Roshidi	“Cleanliness	is	a	priority”	stating	that	there	used	to	be	14,000	illegal	
dump	sites	throughout	the	643	sq	km	that	is	Ipoh	City	over	a	year	ago.	

He	has	 reduced	 the	number	 to	6,000	currently	and	hopes	 to	 reduce	 it	 to	zero	 in	
a	year’s	 time.	 “The	only	way	 to	 achieve	 this	 is	 for	 every	 resident	 to	 co-operate	 and	
commit to keep their premises clean,” he added.

be located in her zone due to regular incidents of crime 
reported	 there.	 Mayor	 Roshidi	 reiterated	 that	 CCTVs	
would	only	be	located	at	‘identified	hot	spots	and	crime	
prone areas”.

JAG

Mayor Dato’ Roshidi, Raja 
Nazrin Shah and State Secretary 
Dato’ Abdul Rahman

Open burning 
at Taman Desa 
Rapat; when the 
wind changes 
direction it goes 
into the homes

JAG

JAG
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Announcements	must	be	sent	by	fax:	05-2552181; or email: announcements@ipohecho.com.my, by the 9th 
or 23rd	of	every	month	in	order	to	meet	deadlines.	Announcements	by	phone	will	not	be	entertained.	Ipoh	Echo	
reserves	the	right	to	verify	any	announcement	before	it	is	published.

Memory Walk Taiping.  In	conjunction	with	World	Alzheimer’s	Day	the	Psychiatric	Education	Society	Taiping	and	
the	Department	of	Psychiatry	and	Mental	Health	Hospital	Taiping	will	organise	a	walk	at	Taiping	Lake	Gardens	on	
Saturday,	September	18	commencing	at	8	am.	Free	gifts	for	first	300	registered	participants.	Registration	time	between	
7 to 7.45 am. For details call Pn Zainab or Pn Wati at 05-8408122/125 
KAMI Promotion of Mental Health Workshop ‘Stress Management’ (in English) – Friday, September 24 from 
2.30-5.30	p.m.	at	KAMI	Wellness	Centre,	4	&	4A	Lebuh	Perajurit	3/2,	Taman	Ipoh	Boulevard	Timur,	Ipoh.	Speaker:	
Dr.	Cheah	Yee	Chuang,	Consultant	Psychiatrist	Hospital	Bahagia	Ulu	Kinta.	Free	admission.	Refreshments	will	be	
served.	Limited	seating	–	please	register	early.	Contact:	Su	016-5468003	or	Grace	012-5205793.
Olympia College Career Fair –	September	25	from	9.00	a.m.	to	4.00	p.m.	at	its	premises:	18	Jalan	C.	M.	Yusuff,	
30250	Ipoh.	Open	interviews	will	be	held	by	multinational	companies	from	Perak,	Penang	and	Kuala	Lumpur.	For	
enquiries,	contact:	Mr	Nirmal	at	05-2433868 or 012-5390020.
Persatuan Daybreak Charity Food & Fun Fair –	September	25	from	9.00	a.m.	to	1.00	p.m.	at	 its	premises:	Lot	
75242,	Jalan	Pulai,	RPT	Pengkalan	Pegoh,	31500	Lahat	 (opp.	Pinji	Perdana	&	Poi	Lam	Suwa	High	School).	Stall	
sponsorship,	donations	&	volunteers	are	most	welcome.	Coupons	are	on	sale.	For	details,	contact	Linda,	Carol	or	Ita	
at: 05-3235908, 3235909.
MNS Talk: ‘Reliving the Legacy of Gunung Lanno Speleological Expedition 2001’	on	Friday	September	24	at	8.00-
10.00	p.m.	at	No.5	Jalan	Gopeng,	Ipoh.	Talk	on	natural	heritage	and	conservation	interest	in	regard	to	Kinta	Valley’s	
captivating	geological	features	–	the	limestone	hills	and	associated	cave	systems	by	geoscientist	and	naturalist	Ramli	
Mohd	Osman.	Seats	are	limited.	For	reservation,	contact:	Eve Leow at eveleow@ymail.com or call 012-5008723.
Story Telling Workshop by Austism Asperger’s Help Association	on	Saturday,	September	25	from	3.00-6.00	p.m.	
at	Dewan	Serbaguna,	State	Secretariat	Building,	Jalan	Panglima	Bukit	Gantang	Wahab,	Ipoh.	Oral	story-telling	is	a	
unique	art	as	it	is	interactive	and	brings	the	story	teller’s	personality	into	it.	It	helps	in	the	bonding	process	between	the	
story	teller	and	the	listener.	Suitable	for	parents	with	kids	and	teachers.	For	details	call:	Michelle	Cheah	012-5121897 
/Emily	Gik	019-5582633/Shanta 05-5461345.
Charity Movie Premiere “Eat Pray Love” in favour of Perak Women for Women Society. Date and Time: Sunday, 
September	26	at	11.00	a.m.,	TGV	Kinta	City,	Ipoh.	Call	Yip	05-5469715/Halida 012-673382/Yin Pheng 012-5288770 
for tickets.
Perak Society of Performing Arts (PSPA):	A	Musical	Delight	with	Flute	and	Guitar	Duo	Concert	&	Workshops.	(I)	
Workshops	–	Monday,	September	27	at	6.00	p.m.	at	PSPA	Office:	28	Jalan	Sultan	Azlan	Shah,	Ipoh.	For	further	infor-
mation	contact:	017-5731069	(Yim	Kam	Ling).	(II)	Concert	–	Tuesday,	September	28	at	8.00	p.m.	at	Taman	Budaya.	
For details contact: 05-5487814 (PSPA/Sara)	or	012-5088818 (Witzi Leong).
Kinta Medical Centre ‘Travel Wise’ Campaign	from	September	1-30	from	8.30	a.m.	to	4.30	p.m.	on	weekdays	and	
8.30	a.m.	to	12.30	p.m.	on	Saturdays;	at	KMC,	20	Jalan	Chung	Thye	Phin,	30250	Ipoh,	at	the	Out-Patient	Department.	
Advice	for	travellers	provided,	free	tests	and	discounted	rates	for	vaccination.	For	further	enquiries,	contact	Dr.	Amy	
at 012-5932722.
Ipoh Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ISPCA) Food Fair	on	Sunday	November	7	at	St	John’s	
Ambulance	HQ	Ipoh,	134	Jalan	Raja	Aziz,	Ipoh.	Stall	sponsorships,	donations	and	volunteers	are	welcome.	Coupons	
will be on sale. For details or enquiries please contact: 016-5608905 (Doreen) or 016-5279515	(Rani).
MBI’s Community Affairs Department (Jabatan	Hal	Ehwal	Komuniti)		is	now	relocated	to	Wisma	Bougainvillea	(6th 
Floor),	across	Central	Market	Ipoh.	As	such,	all	dealings	relating	to	bookings	of	sport	halls,	sporting	facilities,	com-
munity	halls,	tents	etc	are	to	be	made	at	Wisma	Bougainvillea.	The	department’s	new	phone	number	is	05-242 2640.

Around Town with 
Caroline

Hairdressing	that	cares	for	your	hair,	Mac	hair	
studio specialises in perms, cut and colour with 

a full range of professional hair products from Italy. 
DAVINES	contains	less	ammonia,	allowing	for	use	
on	allergic	skin	and	its	anti-frizz	properties	leaves	hair	
soft and gentle after a perm. Packages on shampoo and 
blow-dry	available.

Branded Collection House
33,	Jalan	Medan	Ipoh	4,	Bandar	Baru	Medan.
Tel: 05-5497551

Ipoh’s own branded accessories boutique, as its name 
implies, carries original brand name bags (beware 

of the many copies in the market) such as  Burberry, 
Coach,	Kate	Spade,	Marc	Jacobs,	Polo	Ralph	Lauren,	
Designer	shoes	–	Coach,	Michael	Kors,	Victoria’s	
Secret	Lingerie,	and	not	easily	available	Fragrances	
such	as	Juicy	Couture,	Abercrombie	&	Fitch	and	Marc	
Jacobs.

MAC Professional Hair Studio
Ipoh Parade, Ipoh. 
Tel: 05-2539000

Dato’ Seri Dr. Zambry Abdul 
Kadir, Menteri Besar of Perak

HARI RAYA Celebrations Around Ipoh

Hamidah (seated 5th from right) posing with guests 
at her home Husni with a group from Makkal Sakhthi

Dato’ Seri Ahmad Husni Hanadziah, State 
Assemblyman for Tambun and Second 
Finance Minister

Dato’ Hamidah Osman, The State 
Assemblyman for Sg Rapat

Must	have	patience,	perseverance,	is	innova-
tive	and	able	to	work	independently.
Training	provided.
Minimum	qualifications:	SPM	or	equivalent.
Please call: Carol at 012-6738422

TEACHER FOR 
SPECIAL KIDS

VACANCY

JT Linedance Centre
17A,	Hala	Bandar	Baru	18,	Desa	Tambun	Indah.
Tel: 016-5600240

Line	dancing	is	an	activity	that	is	both	fun	and	great	
for exercise and unlike ballroom dancing, you can 

indulge without the need for a partner. Tap and sway to 
music as you follow the teacher and fellow line dancers 
in set routines.

Wed	7.30	p.m.-9.00	p.m.;	Thurs	8.30	a.m.-10.00	a.m.;	
Sat	9.00	a.m.-10.30	a.m.	$25	per	month	for	4	lessons.

To Advertise
Ramesh Kumar

016  5531092

IPOHechoecho
www.ipohecho.com.my
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one on one by Mariam Mokhtar

IE: What is the full name of your organisation? What sort 
of organisation is it?

Perak	Family	Health	Association	 (PFHA),	an	NGO	
established in 1956, formerly known as Family Planning 
Association,	Perak.

IE: What does your association do and what service(s) 
does it provide?
PFHA has an integration of programmes/services:

A	 family-planning	 programme	 rendering	 contracep-A.	
tive	advice	and	 services	 to	 all	 individuals	&	couples	
through	 its	 clinics,	 i.e.,	 supply	 of	 oral	 contraceptive	
pills	&	condoms,	general	health	screening,	pap	smear,	
breast examination, menopause management includ-
ing	 HRT,	 E.C.G.	 recording,	 ultrasound	 examination,	
I.U.S.D.	 insertion,	 Endometrial	 Sampling,	 Implanon	
Insertion,	Polypectomy,	Men	Wellness	Clinic	(Prostate	
assessment	&	doctor’s	consultation),	blood	tests	pack-
ages.
A	sexual	and	reproductive	health	programme	offering	B. 
preventive	 reproductive	health	 care	 services	 for	both	
men and women at its clinics.
An	Information,	Education	and	Communication	(IEC)	C. 
programme	covering	family	planning	and	reproductive	
issues	&	general	health	screening,	conducted	at	health	
centres,	 factories,	 colleges	 &	 at	 community-based	
level.
A	Family	Life	Education	(FLE)	programme	advocat-D. 
ing	sexuality	and	HIV	prevention	education	to	young	
people	 through	 outreach	 programmes	 in	 schools	 &	
colleges.
A	 Youth	 Development	 Programme,	 the	 Intelligent	E. 
(INTEYO)	Youth	 Club	 provides	 a	 platform	 for	 peer	
support	to	enhance	young	people’s	living	skills	through	
a	 3-prong	 programme	 approach,	 i.e.,	 education	 &	
training,	 community	 services,	 social	 and	 recreational	
activities.

IE: How many branches has the PFHA? Contact details 
and opening times?

60A	 Regat	 Sri	 Cempaka,	 Taman	 Cempaka,	 31400	1. 
Ipoh,	05-5477849	(Mon-Fri	8.15	a.m.-4.30	p.m.,	Sat	
8.15 a.m.-1p.m.)
Block	 E1-E4,	 Ground	 Floor,	 Waller	 Court,	 30300	2. 
Ipoh,	05-2544275	(Mon-Fri	8.15	a.m.-4.30	p.m.,	Sat	
8.15 a.m.-1 p.m.)
35	1st	Floor,	Jalan	Stesen,	3400	Taiping,	05-8072389	3. 
(Mon-Fri	8.30	a.m.-5.00	p.m.,	Sat	8.30	a.m.-1	p.m.)

IE: Can anyone go to the PFHA?
Any	 individual,	 regardless	 whether	 single	 or	

married.

IE: Your name, role and designation?
Mabel	 Wong,	 State	 Manager.	 I	 manage	 overall	

association	services	and	programmes	and	have	been	the	
Youth	Advisor	to	the	Inteyo	Club	for	the	past	10	years.	I	
am	also	the	creator	&	principal	 trainer	for	 the	INTEYO	
Leadership Camp.

IE: How many staff do you have and what are their quali-
fications?

Administrative	staff:	5,	trained	nurses:	4,	Obstetrics	
&	 Gynaecology	 Specialists:	 27	 in	 the	 volunteer	 panel,	
many	adult	volunteers	from	professional	ranks	and	many	
youth	volunteers.

IE: There has been a lot of abandoned babies reported in 
the news. We did not read about it in the past or at least, it 
wasn’t reported on such a grand scale. Is it because there 
were fewer abandoned babies then, or are we just better 
at reporting, now?

Not	very	sure	about	this	but	I	think	the	issue	of	aban-
doned babies has always been there.

IE: Why do you think this (problem of abandoned babies) 
is happening?

In the general population, there is a lack of under-
standing of the needs of young people. Society in general 
does not understand or does not want to understand that 
young	people	are	sexual	beings,	that	their	sexual	behav-
iour, feelings and emotions arise when they start their 
menstrual cycle. With this lack of acceptance, young peo-
ple are not being guided and supported appropriately.

When there is a dearth of support, acceptance, 
understanding and proper education on sexuality issues, 
young people make mistakes. The fear of condemnation 
from society in general also contributed to the issue of 
abandoned babies.

Interview with Ms. Mabel Wong, State Manager, Perak Family Health Association
This is the 2nd part follow-up to the article in IE 104 page 11, on the Importance of Sex Education for Young People

IE: What can be done to stop or decrease 
this trend?

Implementation of sexuality education 
to young people in schools and educating 
the same to the general public, i.e., 
education policy makers, school principals, 
teachers, parents; and instilling the belief 
that sexuality education is the answer to 
this growing problem.

IE: How do you think your association can 
help in alleviating this major problem in 
society?

PFHA	 provides	 clinical	 services	 and	
solutions to sexuality related health issues. 
To	alleviate	this	major	problem	in	society,	
PFHA	 provides	 Sexuality	 Education	 &	
Training to school children, young people 
and teachers. 

However,	we	need	support	 to	be	able	
to do this, i.e., School authorities need to open their doors 
to	 us	 to	 do	 our	work.	And	 as	 an	NGO,	we	 need	 fund-
ing to support us in realising our speciality in Sexuality 
Education.

IE: Have you any statistics or profiling about parents of 
the abandoned babies?

No.	we	do	not	have	any	statistics	of	the	above.

IE: To your knowledge, is it (abandoned babies) a major 
problem in Ipoh and the immediate surrounding area? 
(Klang	area	has	an	abandoned	baby	every	10	days).

Sorry,	we	do	not	have	knowledge	of	the	above.

IE: Do women have to be married before they come to 
your FHA for help? Should they come with their husband 
or boyfriend or better alone?

Any	individual	can	walk	in	to	our	clinics	for	service.	
If they need medical counselling, they can come as a 
couple.

IE: Can teenagers seek your advice?
Yes,	 on	 hand	 we	 have	 trained	 peer	 educators	 to	

work	with	young	people,	staff	on	hand	provide	sexuality	
education	&	counselling,	and	specialist	doctors	to	provide	
medical counselling.

IE: Do you also treat clients who are victims of domestic 
abuse?

Yes,	although	we	are	not	known	as	providing	such	
service	 per	 se,	 we	 do	 not	 turn	 away	 a	 person-in-need.	
When	the	need	arises,	we	have	doctors-on-call	to	provide	
medical	first	aid,	and	then	do	referrals	accordingly.

IE: Do you charge for your services?
A.	Yes	for	medical	services.
B.	No	charges	for	IEC,	FLE	&	youth	programmes.	But	

the association welcomes a donation as token to offset 
running costs.

C.	A	 levied	 charge	 for	 1/2-day	 Sexuality	 Education	
workshop for schools. Otherwise FOC if the associa-
tion is able to get funding from external sources like 
IPPF,	MAC	or	UNFPA	to	conduct	such	programmes.

D.	Yes	 for	 the	 youth	 program	 –	 INTEYO	 Leadership	
Camp, a 3-day training programme for schools. 
Otherwise,	volunteer	youth	members	enjoy	for	 free,	
youth	activities	and	sexuality	education	&	training.

E.	 Under	 the	 SALIN	 Project	 (Strengthening	 Youth	
Friendly	 Services	 &	 Information)	 funded	 by	 IPPF,	
young	 people	<24	 yrs	 old	 can	 enjoy	 for	 FREE,	 the	
following	 Sexual	 Reproductive	Health	 services	 i.e.,	
family planning counselling, condoms, oral contra-
ceptive,	 injectables,	 general	 check-up,	 pap	 smear,	
breast	examination,	pregnancy	test	&	referrals,	emer-
gency	contraceptives,	HIV	rapid	test	kit,	Ultra	sound	
screening,	RTI	screening	&	treatment.	
Please	 Note:	 This	 free	 service	 is	 available	 at	 our	

clinics	from	now	until	March	2011.	

IE: Do you maintain confidentiality?
Yes,	we	maintain	 confidentiality	 for	 all	 our	 clients	

and patients.

IE: What advice would you give a young unmarried teen-
ager if she found herself pregnant?

Pregnancy	test	confirmation ●
Counsel	 to	 give	 emotional	 support	 to	 the	 teenager	 ●
first.
Counselling on options/choice i.e. seek help from  ●

support	network	like	a	close	relative,	parents,	discuss	
with boyfriend etc.
Medical	 counselling	 by	 doctors	 for	 implications	 of	 ●
pregnancy and abortion related issues.

IE: Is there any other information or message you would 
like to give?

First of all, we need to address the misconception of 
the general public with awareness on sexuality education; 
that sexuality education does not teach young people 
how	 to	have	 sex.	 Instead,	 sexuality	 education	 addresses	
the	 attitude,	 behaviour	 and	moral	 values	 to	 help	 young	
people	manage	 their	 sexual	 instincts.	Another	 aspect	 of	
the sexuality education curriculum teaches self-respect 
and negotiation skills. Such modules build character and 
equip young people with the right attitude and skills to 
make the right decision.

We need to be honest about the reality but many are 
still reluctant to admit that the young people are already 
engaging	 in	 sexual	behaviour.	As	 such,	we	cannot	deny	
the young the information because not preparing them 
will	 have	 massive	 consequences.	 We	 cannot	 stop	 the	
young	 people	 from	 engaging	 in	 sexual	 behaviour,	 and	
letting	 them	 have	 sex	 without	 the	 right	 information	 or	
preparation, will do more harm. The issue here is whether 
we	want	them	to	continue	having	unsafe	and	unprotected	
sex and end up with unwanted pregnancies, STIs; or 
provide	our	young	people	with	the	knowledge	and	skills	
to	protect	themselves	during	sex.	

All	of	us	need	to	believe	that	Sexuality	Education	is	
the answer to the growing problem of abandoned babies. 
Our	young	people	need	to	be	given	the	RIGHT	to	informa-
tion,	knowledge	and	skills	in	order	to	protect	themselves.

IE:	The	Ipoh	Echo	would	like	to	thank	Ms.	Mabel	Wong	
and	 the	 Perak	 Family	Health	Association	 for	 their	 kind	
assistance	and	advice.

Mabel Wong (2nd row, 2nd fr left) and staff member Ms Angilin (front row 1st fr right) with the 
youths at the Cempaka centre. Their strategy is to catch young people early through their youth 
wing/club INTEYO (Intelligent youth) where Mabel is also the Youth Advisor.

CHARITY MOVIE PREMIERE  
Sunday, September 26 at 11 am         

TGV	Kinta	City	Ipoh
Drinks and popcorn for patrons 

Call	Yip	05-5469715/Halida	012-673382/
Yin Pheng 012-5288770 for tickets

Special Announcement
J U L I A  R O B E R T S

EAT PRAY LOVE
PERAK WOMEN FOR WOMEN 
SOCIETY
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Sunway City’s Lost World of Tambun has a new 
attraction	for	its	night-time	visitors	–	hot	springs	and	
spa. Its opening on September 2 was graced by some 

250	guests	representing	both	the	public	and	private	sectors,	
including	 media	 representatives.	 Over	 RM2	 million	 was	
spent	to	develop	these	new	add-ons	which	come	in	various	
forms	–	a	steaming	cave,	a	gushing	geyser,	pools,	spas	and	
a	bistro.	All	are	geared	towards	bringing	the	best	in	terms	
of relaxation and ambience. “These add-ons are designed in 
such	a	way	that	they	will	appeal	to	the	visitors’	sense	of	well	
being,	 especially	at	night,”	 said	Calvin	Ho	 to	 Ipoh	Echo.	
Lost	World	of	Tambun’s	Hot	Springs	and	Spa	is	available	to	
visitors	to	the	theme	park	between	6.00	to	10.00	p.m.	daily	
except on Tuesdays.

RM

Hot Springs and Spa

“Blue and Sunday” is yet another heart-warming story about a man and his best 
friend – a dog.

They	 are	 a	 familiar	 sight	 among	 the	 residents	 of	 Ipoh-Canning	 Garden’s	 area.	
Whenever	they	see	Blue,	Sunday	must	be	just	around	–	as	there	is	a	strong	bond	between	
them.

Blue,	whose	actual	name	is	George	Ooi	Ban	Gua,	is	66	years	old.	He	had	been	work-
ing	in	a	number	of	private	companies	until	he	retired	about	ten	years	ago.

In	all	his	working	life	he	did	not	have	a	permanent	place	to	stay.	He	used	to	sleep	in	
the	company	van	or	the	office.	

After	retirement,	he	stayed	in	a	room	in	Kampong	Kuchai,	but	when	all	his	belong-
ings	were	stolen	and	whatever	he	had	from	his	EPF	contribution	was	taken	by	a	friend,	he	
decided	to	live	a	carefree	life	and	sleep	wherever	convenient.

“I	found	this	dog,	then	just	a	puppy	about	a	year	ago	in	a	drain	on	a	Sunday,	and	so	
named	it	Sunday,”	said	Ooi,	a	former	student	of	Anglo	Chinese	School.	The	dog	has	since	
become his trusted companion. 

Ooi’s eyesight has been deteriorating since about three years ago after a motorcycle 
accident,	and	doctors	have	said	that	nothing	could	be	done	to	restore	his	sight.	

Recently,	Ooi	and	Sunday	have	taken	residence	under	a	tree	near	People’s	Progressive	
Party	(PPP)	pondok	in	Ipoh	Garden.	Being	a	dumping	ground	for	trash,	it	is	infested	with	
insects,	worms	and	littered	with	leaves	and	dead	tree	branches.

Ooi	likes	to	cook	his	own	food	and	is	occasionally	supplied	with	live	fish	which	he	
cooks.	He	builds	a	fire	under	the	tree	every	morning	to	keep	out	mosquitoes	and	flies.	So	
far	he	has	been	living	on	handouts	for	his	livelihood.

He	 is	 particularly	 thankful	 to	 a	 kind	 lady	who	provides	 him	with	 food	 and	 fruits	
regularly.	He	is	happy	because	his	friends	visit	him	and	is	free	to	do	what	he	wants.

Recently,	YMCA	Ipoh	led	by	its	president	Dato’	Daniel	Tay,	held	a	gotong-royong to 
keep the place under the tree clean.

They	were	joined	by	PPP	president	Datuk	M.	Kayveas,	who	offered	a	place	for	Ooi	
inside	the	party’s	office	but	the	recluse	politely	declined	the	offer.	“I	am	lost	for	words,”	
said	Kayveas.	“We’ll	do	whatever	we	can	to	make	his	life	bearable.”	Those	manning	the	
Ipoh	Barat	office	will	take	turns	to	look	after	the	old	timer	and	his	dog,	Sunday.		

A. Jeyaraj

A Homeless Man and 
His Best Friend

This	photograph	(above)	of	Masjid	Ubudiah	 in	Kuala	Kangsar	won	 the	 top	
prize	 in	 the	 “1Malaysia	 Perak	 Heritage	 Buildings	 Photography	 Contest	
2010”	held	in	conjunction	with	the	Merdeka	Day	celebration.

It	was	submitted	by	Andrew	Ng	Keat	Seong,	who	received	RM3,000.	The	second	
prize	(RM2,000)	went	to	the	Royal	Museum	also	in	Kuala	Kangsar	submitted	by	
Teoh	Hue	Wang,	and	third	prize	(RM1,000)	went	to	the	All	Saints	Church	in	Taiping	
submitted	by	Foo	Say	Boon.	Others	included	five	merit	prizes	of	RM200	each	and	
20	consolation	prizes	of	RM100	each.

A	total	of	801	entries	of	beautiful	architectural	buildings	throughout	Perak	were	
submitted	to	the	competition,	which	was	held	from	June	18	to	August	23.

It	was	organised	by	the	Ipoh	Barat	MCA	Youth	together	with	Gerakan	Belia	
Bersatu	Malaysia	and	Pertubuhan	Foto	Imeg	Perak	and	was	opened	to	all	photo-
graphy enthusiasts.

The	objective	of	the	competition	was	to	get	the	residents	in	Perak	to	notice	the	
various	“hidden”	old	architectural	buildings	constructed	to	the	norms	of	various	era	
and cultures.

“We feel the best way to get the people to notice these beautiful buildings in 
their	midst	is	to	publicise	them,	perhaps	even	publish	the	photographs	in	a	book,”	
said	Ang	Heng	Swan,	a	member	of	the	organizing	committee.

He added that despite many of the buildings being demolished to make way 
for	redevelopment,	there	were	still	over	100	of	such	beautiful	buildings	in	Ipoh	and	
more in other towns in the state.

Ang	feels	that	such	buildings	need	to	be	highlighted	and	to	get	the	authorities	
and	owners	interested	in	preserving	them.

“They	are	our	heritage	and	need	to	be	spruced	up	as	part	of	the	beautification	
plans for the towns,” he said.

There is a proposal to hold an exhibition of all the photographs submitted to the 
competition.

Photo of Masjid Ubudiah 
Wins Top Prize By Jerry Francis

Datuk Kayveas talking to Blue 
under the tree.


